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sought information from the Chinese Delegates!
It sounds incredible, it seems even more incredible
that a Secretary of State should put himself in
such an undignified position, and having done so
should invite the world to share his ignominy. But
he has set it down in his book as if he believed it
was ample defense, instead of realizing that it is
condemnation.

Curious contradictions! One might expect a
sensitive man, a man who has never courted pub-
licity, who has none of the genius of the self-ad-
vertiser, to crave forgetfulness for the Paris
episode, to shrink from publicly exposing himself
and his humiliations, but Mr. Lansing seemingly
revels in his self-dissection. The President slaps
his face; in his pride he summons all the world
to look upon the marks left by the Executive palm.
He feels the sting, and he enters upon an elabo-
rate defense to show it is the stigmata of martyr-
dom. A treaty was framed of which he disap-
proved, yet he could sign it without wrench of
conscience. Unreconciled to resignation in Paris,
he returned to Washington as if nothing had
happened, again to resume his subservient relations
to the President.

Opportunity, we are told, knocks only once at a
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